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The French revolutionaries claimed that they were inspired by the Enlightenment philosophes. Would the philosophes we studied back in week 2 have approved of how the Revolution started? What about how it developed through the 1790s (100 words)
The answer to the first question is yes because most of the Enlightenment philosophes like Montesquieu approved how revolutions were started in France. During the “Old Regime”, France was ruled by a monarch (Louis XIV) who believed in the concept of absolutism. Most philosophes who existed during this time, for example, Montesquieu believed in the best form of government rather than on a monarchy that believed in absolutism. Montesquieu believed that a failure to unite legislative, executive, and judicial powers as in the monarchy of Louis XIV would lead to despotism (Gordon, 2005). Such believe may have contributed a lot in the formation of French Revolutions as people like Montesquieu were seeking ways for protecting liberty by recommending division of powers, checking and balancing of all branches of government while limiting their powers. 
In his Reflections on the Revolutions in France, British member of Parliament Edmund Burke predicted the Terror. Was this a lucky guess on his part or were the seeds of the Terror part of the Revolution from the beginning? Why? 100 words
Edmund Burke’s reflections on French Revolution were not a lucky guess. The themes intertwined in his reflections portray his philosophical grounds for the benefits of the established order and his practical critique of the French National Assembly’s Revolution Policies. Frank (2014) explains that the notion of hereditary freedom clearly demonstrates that Burke’s prediction of terror was indeed a seed of an alarming terror that was slowly evolving from the revolution all the way from the beginning. By creating a distinction between abstract and actual freedom, Burke demonstrated that terror was part of the Revolution as it would provide the actual freedom people would enjoy as opposed to abstract rights. 
The French Revolution had a profound impact on the world, not just within the borders of France. Why were some nations willing to accept its gains-at least, partially-while others resisted them? Which country do you think was the most unwilling to accept the new ideas of liberte, egalite, and fraternite? Other than France, which was most willing to embrace the Revolutionary ideals? Why? 100 words
Some nations were willing to accept the gains of French Revolution because they believed it would transform them in many ways. For example, it spread the idea of democracy throughout Europe. It helped some nations claim their liberty, equality, and fraternity. While many of the nations were willing to accept the new ideas of liberty, a country like Great Britain was most unwilling to accept those ideals and instead used other tactics to resist new ideas of liberte. Other than France, Germany was most willing to embrace the Revolutionary ideals because it was among the countries that wanted to liberate themselves from absolute monarchs and unjust governments. 
Although no historian doubts the importance of the reign of Napoleon in European (and even world) history, they do argue over the interpretation of these events. For example, they are torn on the role Napoleon played in the Revolution. Some argue that he continued the spirit of the Revolution, despite creating an Empire. Others believe he murdered it. Some include Napoleon's reign as a stage of the actual Revolution, while others consider it its own separate event. What do you think? Do you think Napoleon continued and spread the Revolution? Or do you think he destroyed its ideals when creating his empire? Do you think his reign should qualify as a separate historical event from the Revolution? Or was it simply another stage in a long process? 250 words
The first thing to understand here is that in 1795, Napoleon was able to stop the Royalist uprising in Paris (Ellis, 2014). By so doing, he was able to save the Revolutionary government and allowed the actual Directory that was formed after the ratification of the Constitution to come to power. This did not only make him famous, but it marked the stage of the actual Revolution. In 1799, Napoleon left Egypt where he had gone with his army and went back to France. In his arrival, he noticed that the Directory was still unpopular and, therefore, decided to form a coup of Brumaire that overthrew the Directory and replaced it with a Consulate Government (Ellis, 2014). It is for this reason that historians believe that it was this coup that brought Napoleon to power as the First Consul of France. It is also important to note here that Napoleon established himself as the head of a liberal and an autocratic republican government but did not declare himself the head of state. It is also important to note here that the new government was composed of three parliamentary assemblies; the council of state, tribunate, and the legislative (Daly, 2017).  
The events that took place between 1789 when France was ruled by an absolute monarch (Luis XVI), to 1799 when it ended up with Napoleon who came into power as the first Consul of France is a clear indication that Napoleon continued to spread the Revolution. He participated in moving France from being ruled by an absolute monarch to being ruled by a Consulate government (Ellis, 2014). 
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